results. This is a more sensitive method than the correlation coefficient for determining agreement between two methods. Undiluted ESR (mm/lhI Discussion The Diesse Ves-matic system for measuring the ESR is designed to overcome several draw- absorption of citrate to the plastic.'6 The ratio of blood:citrate may therefore change during storage and affect the ESR result. Dilution of blood with citrate affects the ESR in two ways. The concentration of plasma proteins, such as fibrinogen and gamma globulin that cause red cells to aggregate, will be reduced by dilution leading to a slowing down of red cell sedimentation. The red cells are also diluted, however, which tends to accelerate sedimentation. Even though the decrease in volume of citrate may fortuitously balance the loss of vacuum to give an unchanged ratio, as in the present study after three to four and 10-11 months' storage, the effect on the ESR result cannot be assumed to be consistent throughout the 12 month storage life as the ratio does change during this time. Manufacturers should establish with care the storage life of their tubes.
A representative range of inflammatory disorders was studied in the 252 patients with no evidence that comparability between the 20 minute Ves-matic end point and the 60 minute Westergren end point differed between disorders. The Diesse Ves-matic system is attractive to the routine diagnostic laboratory and incorporates several improvements over previous ESR technology, making the ESR a safer, quicker, and more standardised test.
We are indebted to Diesse Diagnostica Senese Srl and Biomen Limited, Croydon, for provision of the Ves-matic instruments and blood collection tubes used in this study. 
